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EZRA UNDER CONSTRUCTION
JUST A FEW NOTES NOW
WILL FINISH IF THE LORD WILLS

Ezra 4:1 Now when the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the people of the exile were building a temple to the
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LORD God of Israel,

the adversaries (KJV): These were the Samaritans, the descendants of the various nations with which the kings of Assyria had
peopled Israel, when they had carried the original inhabitants captive. Ezr 7:9 1Ki 5:4,5 1Ch 22:9,10 Ne 4:1-11 Da 9:25 1Co
16:9 
children of the captivity (KJV): Heb. sons of the transportation, Ezr 1:11 *marg: Ezr 6:16,19,20 10:7,16 Da 5:13 

Now when the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that the people of the exile were building a temple to the LORD God
of Israel,

Bob Utley - "the enemies" There was a delay from the starting of the temple in 536 B.C. to the completion in 516 b.c. Ezra explains
that the delay was because of Judah's enemies (the surrounding people groups), while the prophet Haggai explains that it was
because of Jewish apathy. The presence of opposition is foreshadowed in Ezra 3:3. ▣ "Judah and Benjamin" There were thirteen
tribes. When they split in 922 B.C., ten tribes went with the northern group and three (really four if one counts the Levites) stayed with
the southern group. Judah, Benjamin, Simeon, and most of Levi made up Judah. This phrase was used often in the historical books
of Kings and Chronicles to refer to the southern kingdom. In this context it implies that most of the Jews who returned were from the
Babylonian exiles (i.e., 605, 597, 586, 582 B.C.). The northern tribes, exiled by Assyria in 722 B.C., were deported to Media and the
vast majority of them never returned to Palestine. ▣ "the people of the exile" This is the descriptive title for the returning Jews. It
implies that some of the opposition came not only from the half-Jewish descendants of the remaining Jews who had intermarried
with pagan immigrants, but also possibly from Jews who were never exiled and had not intermarried. The returning Jews had a
fervor for YHWH which came across as an elitism. They wanted no hint of paganism or idolatry, which had cost them their land, their
freedom, and their worship! They also wanted no part of the indigenous Jewish leadership.

Ryrie -  the enemies. Descendants from the intermarriages of Israelites and foreigners who were transplanted to Samaria by
Esarhaddon, king of Assyria, in 669 B.C. in fulfillment of the prophecy of Isa. 7:8, which was uttered in 734 B.C. (2 Kings 17:24).
This procedure by the Assyrians effectively stifled nationalistic spirit and created a syncretistic religion. Zerubbabel and Joshua
refused the offer of help. 

Matthew Henry - The adversaries of the temple - Ezra 4:1-5 - Every attempt to revive true religion will stir up the opposition of
Satan, and of those in whom he works. The adversaries were the Samaritans, who had been planted in the land of Israel, 2 Kings
17. It was plain that they did not mean to unite in the worship of the Lord, according to his word. Let those who discourage a good
work, and weaken them that are employed in it, see whose pattern they follow. 

Steven Cole - Spiritual Setbacks (Ezra 4:1-24)

Chuck Swindoll has a book titled, Three Steps Forward, Two Steps Back [Thomas Nelson, 1980]. That title fits Ezra 4. God had
stirred up the heart of the pagan King Cyrus to issue a decree for the Jews to return to their land and rebuild His temple. Hurrah, one
step forward! Fifty thousand Jews responded by giving up their lives in Babylon and making the long, dangerous trek back to the
land. Two steps forward! They rebuilt the altar, gathered in Jerusalem, celebrated the Feast of Booths, and laid the foundation for
the new temple. Three steps forward!

Then the enemy hit and the work on the temple stopped. One step back. The work ceased for 16 long years. Two steps back. They
were still in the land (one step ahead), but there was no center for worship in Jerusalem. The people, intimidated by their enemies,
settled into a routine of life that got along without temple worship until God stirred up the prophets Haggai and Zechariah (Ezra 5:1),
who got the rebuilding of the temple moving again.

Last week we looked at a new beginning with God. New beginnings are exciting and filled with hope. Things don’t have to be as they
have been during our time in Babylon. By His abundant grace, we can turn back to the Lord and start afresh. But no sooner have we
turned back than the enemy hits and we suffer a spiritual setback. The spiritual high that we have enjoyed is followed by a deep
spiritual low. We’re not sure that we want to ride the roller coaster back up only to face another sickening drop. So we settle into
spiritual mediocrity. That’s what happened in Ezra 4. The lesson for us is…

Whenever you make a commitment to the Lord, be prepared to face the enemy’s unrelenting attempt to set you back.

Verse 1 says that the enemies of Judah and Benjamin heard that they were building a temple to the God of Israel. We cannot build,
whether a church building to further the ministry or building our own spiritual lives, without the enemy hearing about it. He will come
prowling, subtly at first, but more aggressively if we resist his first attempts. To be forewarned is to be forearmed:

1. Our spiritual enemy will vigorously oppose every attempt at spiritual advance.
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It is crucial to remember this! What often happens is, a person makes a new beginning with God, either at conversion or after a time
of captivity in Babylon (the world). He naively assumes that since he has now turned to the Lord, everything will go well from here on
out. Finally, God is now on his side. His hopes have never been higher. Just then—wham! The enemy hits, he goes down, and he
feels lower than he did before he turned back to the Lord.

Satan has a number of tricks or tools in his bag:

(1) THE ENEMY’S MOST DANGEROUS TRICK IS TO LURE US INTO COMPROMISE UNDER THE GUISE
OF COOPERATION.

Their first ploy was, “Let us build with you, for we, like you, seek your God; and we have been sacrificing to Him since the days of
Esarhaddon king of Assyria” (Ezra 4:2). If that day was like our day, Zerubbabel and Jeshua probably didn’t have a waiting list of
those who wanted to help, but couldn’t because there were so many workers. Along come some locals who offer to work with them.
It could have been a bridge of outreach, to build relationships while they worked together. It was an opportunity to befriend their
neighbors.

In light of that, their answer hits us in the face like a wet dishrag: “You have nothing in common with us in building a house to our
God; but we ourselves will together build to the Lord God of Israel, as King Cyrus, the king of Persia has commanded us” (4:3). How
rude can you get! That’s no way to win friends!

But they were right. To find out why they were right, you have to understand 2 Kings 17:24-41. These people had been brought from
Babylon and its surrounding areas into the Northern Kingdom after its fall in 722 B.C. At the beginning of their living there, they did
not fear the Lord, and He sent lions that killed some of them. They assumed that their problems stemmed from not knowing the
custom of the god of the land. So they called in a priest from Israel who taught them about the Lord. They began sacrificing to the
Lord, but they also continued worshipping their own gods from Babylon. As 2 Kings 17:41 sums up, “So while these nations feared
the Lord, they also served their idols; their children likewise and their grandchildren, as their fathers did, so they do to this day.”

The problem of these people (who were the forefathers of the New Testament Samaritans) was syncretism. They blended false
religions with the worship of the one true God. They added God to their pantheon, but they never dropped their idols. If they had
worked together with the returned exiles, the Lord’s people would have fallen into spiritual compromise, mingling idolatry with the
worship of God.

The danger of the appeal of these enemies was that their words were not absolute lies. They were partially true. They did worship
God and sacrifice to Him. The problem was, they did not worship God alone! Some of the returned remnant could have accused
Zerubbabel and Jeshua of being too hard on these men: “They believe in God, just as we do. Why not make peace with them and
let them work together with us?” The answer is, for the same reason that you don’t drink water that is only a little bit polluted. It will
poison you!

There are great pressures today to compromise the gospel by joining with those who claim to believe it, but who add things to it that
totally destroy the grace of God. The Roman Catholic Church believes that Jesus is God and that He died on the cross to save us
from our sins. They believe that we are saved by grace through faith in Christ. The only “little” problem is, they believe that we are
not saved by faith in Christ alone. They believe that to be saved we must add our works to what Christ did on the cross. Evangelical
pastors are under immense pressure to work with the Catholic Church in the cause of Christ. Many influential evangelical leaders
have signed two documents urging us to bridge the gap with Rome. But if we do, we compromise the pure gospel of God’s grace
and mingle it with the idols of worldly religion.

If we resist the enemy’s subtle approach, he will show his true colors by a more aggressive opposition.

(2) THE ENEMY OFTEN USES THE TOOL OF DISCOURAGEMENT.

“Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah” (Ezra 4:3). We are not told specifically how they did this. Maybe they
said, “If you rebuild this temple, it’s just going to get torn down again.” Maybe they knew that thousands would flock to Jerusalem to
worship at the temple, and said, “We don’t want this kind of traffic in our backyard! Build your temple somewhere else.” If it were our
day, they would be down at city hall, protesting the zoning laws or environmental impact!

Satan often uses the tool of discouragement. He whispers to us, “What you’re doing won’t make any difference in this world or in
eternity. Those kids you teach don’t appreciate your efforts. Why bother? Just quit and enjoy yourself.” He tries to discourage pastors
when people we have worked with turn against us, spread unjustified criticism, and lead others out of the church. “You see! You’re
just laboring in vain!”



(3) THE ENEMY OFTEN USES FEAR TO FOLLOW DISCOURAGEMENT.

After discouraging the people, “they frightened them from building” (Ezra 4:4). When you’re discouraged, fear can easily creep in.
Many a pastor has wrestled with thoughts like, “What if your critics get you fired? How are you going to make a living and support
your family? What if the critics lead away the big givers? How is your church going to make its budget?” Discouragement quickly
turns into many fears about the future.

(4) THE ENEMY USES MISINFORMATION AND FALSE ACCUSATIONS TO OPPOSE AND UNDERMINE
GODLY LEADERS.

They “hired counselors against them to frustrate their counsel all the days of Cyrus king of Persia” (4:5). Whether these hired
counselors operated at the royal court or whether they circulated among the Jews, or both, they spread half-truths and
misinformation to undermine the leadership of Zerubbabel and Jeshua. “These men are just out to build a kingdom for themselves.
They’re going to rebel against the king. They’re lining their own pockets with the construction money.” The rumors started flying to
frustrate the counsel of these godly leaders.

In Ezra 4:6-23, we have a long parenthesis where Ezra shares examples of the opposition that came later. He carefully names the
different kings that he is referring to so that his readers would not misunderstand. These later examples did not concern the
rebuilding of the temple, but of the city and the walls during the reign of King Artaxerxes (Ezra 4:12), whom Nehemiah served.
Israel’s enemies wrote this letter to Artaxerxes that was filled with false accusations and half-truths. They said that if the city were
rebuilt, the Jews would stop paying taxes (4:13). That will get any king’s attention!

The critics also claimed to be loyal to the king. The literal phrase is, “we eat the salt of the palace” (Ezra 4:14). The Egyptian kings
had made salt a royal monopoly, and perhaps the Persians had also. Our English word salary comes from the Latin salarium, which
was the ration of salt given to soldiers. Thus we have the expression, “a man is not worth his salt” (Edwin Yamauchi, Expositor’s
Bible Commentary [Zondervan], 4:632). But, being loyal to the palace, the critics claimed that they did not want to see the king
dishonored by these rebellious Jews. Thus they advised him to look it up in his record books and he would find that Jerusalem had a
record of being a rebellious and evil city (Ezra 4:12, 15). If he didn’t stop them, they would be true to their past and rebel again.

Again, these were half-truths and misinformation. True, Israel had rebelled in the past against tyrants who had forced them into
subjection. But to smear the city with such broad strokes was both unfair and untrue. The Lord had told Jeremiah to tell the people
to seek the welfare of Babylon and pray to the Lord on its behalf while they were there (Jer. 29:7). No mention is made about that
here. Satan uses the same trick to smear God’s servants today. He takes a partial truth and paints it with broad strokes to make a
man of God look extreme or unstable.

(5) IF NEED BE, THE ENEMY WILL FORM COALITIONS TO OVERWHELM THE GODLY BY SHEER
FORCE OF NUMBERS.

Scholars think that Ezra 4:7 may constitute a letter that we do not have a copy of, whereas the following verses describe another
letter that is quoted. But in both cases, the letters came from multiple parties joined together against the Jews. The ploy behind such
tactics is to imply, “Everyone is against these people.” Just look at the names and different backgrounds. If all of these men from
such different backgrounds and places can agree together against these Jews, the Jews must be the problem! The majority must be
right; these Jews are the source of the trouble!

Even so today, the enemy operates by appealing to popular opinion against the Lord’s people: “These narrow-minded, intolerant,
Bible-believing Christians are the problem. They’re like the Taliban, trying to impose their views on everyone else! The majority of
Americans believe in God, but we don’t believe in such an intolerant, unloving God as these people do. We believe in the basic
teachings of the Bible, but we aren’t so narrow or old fashioned as to think that it is literally true.” So they claim to believe in God, but
support “reproduction rights,” which means killing babies; and “celebrating diversity,” which means promoting homosexuality.

(6) AT TIMES, THE ENEMY WILL USE GOVERNMENT EDICTS AND SHEER FORCE TO BLOCK OUR
SPIRITUAL ADVANCE.

King Artaxerxes issued a decree to stop the work, providentially adding, “until a decree is issued by me” (Ezra 4:21). Thankfully, that
decree was issued after Nehemiah tactfully sought the king’s permission to return and rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. But on this
occasion, king’s decree in hand, Israel’s enemies went quickly and stopped the Jews by force of arms (Ezra 4:23). Ezra  4:24 goes
back chronologically to Ezra 4:5, not to verse 23. The result of the opposition was that the work on God’s house ceased for 16
years.

Even so, the enemy today works through government channels and judicial cases to enact laws that oppose Christianity and to



prohibit Christians from living as God would have us to live. We now have no-fault divorce laws that undermine the lifelong
commitment of marriage and enable couples to split up for any reason. Laws protect mothers from killing unwanted children, right up
to the point of birth. The day is not very far away in which it will be illegal to spank your child without being charged with child abuse.
A final tactic of Satan is,

(7) THE ENEMY DOES NOT GIVE UP IN HIS OPPOSITION TO OUR SPIRITUAL PROGRESS.

Ezra 4:6-23 chronicle events that happened up to 80 years after the events of Ezra 4:1-5, 24. Ezra may have included these later
events not only to give examples of opposition, but also to prove that the decision to reject the help of the enemies (Ezra 4:1) was
right. Also, these verses show that Ezra’s later strong contention against the mixed marriages of the returned exiles was well-
founded (Derek Kidner, Ezra & Nehemiah, Tyndale Old Testament Commentaries [IVP], p. 48). They also show the unrelenting
nature of Satan’s opposition. He does not give up after one setback. He keeps on countering whatever the Lord’s people try to do to
move ahead spiritually. If he can get you to kick back and give up, he has achieved his objective. That leads to…

2. There are many wrong ways to respond to the enemy’s attacks.

(1) GIVE UP ON YOUR SPIRITUAL GOALS AND GO BACK TO YOUR OLD WAY OF LIFE.

The prophet Haggai shows that many of the Jews had gotten distracted with building their own homes and thus had neglected
building the Lord’s house (Hag. 1:4). I’ve seen this happen over and over. Someone gets excited about serving the Lord. They jump
into their new ministry with enthusiasm. But the enemy hits them, often with criticism from fellow believers. They get hurt, drop out,
and think, “If that’s the thanks I get for trying to serve, forget it.” They may still attend church occasionally, but they never will get
involved in serving again.

(2) SETTLE FOR SECOND BEST SPIRITUALLY.

Some of the Jews may have thought, “Well, at least we’re out of Babylon and back in the land. If we can’t have a temple, we’ll have
to do without.” But without the temple, the Jews couldn’t worship God as they should have. They wouldn’t have had the spiritual
center for the nation. Some Christians try to make a new beginning with the Lord, but the enemy attacks. They back off and decide
to settle into a mediocre spiritual existence.

(3) BLAME GOD OR GOD’S LEADERS FOR NOT DOING WHAT YOU THINK THEY SHOULD HAVE
DONE.

Perhaps some of the people grumbled against Zerubbabel and Jeshua for their scheme of rebuilding the temple: “Things were going
okay before we started this project. Why did our leaders ever get us into this battle? Maybe it wasn’t God’s will.”

We need to keep in mind that we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against the unseen spiritual forces of wickedness in the
heavenly places (Eph. 6:12). Otherwise, when things go wrong at church or in your relationships with other Christians, it’s easy to
grumble against God or against the leaders God has put over you. Instead of working together, praying together, and moving ahead
with what the Lord wants done, the church can fragment into angry factions, each blaming the other for problems that really are
coming from the enemy.

(4) CONCLUDE THAT IT MUST NOT BE GOD’S TIME AND THAT WHEN HE WANTS IT DONE, IT WILL
GET DONE.

I realize that God does have His timetable, and that often it does not coincide with my timetable! But through Haggai 1:2, the Lord
quotes this people as saying, “The time has not come, even the time for the house of the Lord to be rebuilt.” So they focused on
building their own homes and 16 years after the temple foundation had been laid, there was no further progress.

It’s easy to spiritualize our laziness by saying that it must not be the Lord’s will or His timing for something to happen that He wants
us to take the initiative to do. We mistakenly assume that if the Lord is in it, we won’t have hassles, setbacks, and frustrations trying
to get it done.

Reading Christian biographies can help here. You hear about a man like Hudson Taylor and wrongly assume that he started the
China Inland Mission and (presto!) thousands came to Christ. He did start the mission and eventually thousands did come to Christ,
but not without innumerable problems and setbacks that had to be overcome. Reading the story of what he went through can give
you the perspective and strength to endure when you face strong opposition in whatever God calls you to do.



Thus our spiritual enemy will vigorously oppose every attempt at spiritual advance. There are some wrong ways to respond to his
attacks. Finally,

3. There are some biblical strategies for overcoming the enemy’s tactics.

There are many more strategies than I can list here but, for sake of time, I will mention four:

(1) KNOW THE ENEMY.

In 2 Corinthians 2:11, Paul has just told the church to forgive the man who had sinned, but repented. Then he explains, “so that no
advantage would be taken of us by Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes.” From the Garden of Eden on (including our text),
the Bible shows us how craftily Satan works to tempt and deceive God’s people. To know his schemes arms you to stand and fight
when he strikes.

(2) RESIST THE ENEMY.

James 4:7 tells us, “Resist the devil and he will flee from you.” You don’t have to memorize seven steps or special prayers to
overcome the devil. Just say no! Put your spiritual armor in place (Eph. 6:10-20) and resist!

(3) SUBMIT AND DRAW NEAR TO GOD.

Before telling us to resist the devil, James 4:7 says, “Submit therefore to God.” He goes on to say, “Draw near to God and He will
draw near to you” (4:8). If God allows the enemy to cause you trials, your responsibility is to submit to God, knowing that He can lift
the trials the minute He sees that it is for your good. Rather than pull away from God in the trial, draw near to Him, knowing that He
cares for you (1 Pet. 5:7-11).

(4) PERSEVERE IN THE FACE OF OPPOSITION.

It’s a lifelong battle. If we try to do anything significant for the Lord, the enemy will hear that we’re building and will stir up opposition.
If we give up, he wins and God’s kingdom suffers. If we persevere, His kingdom advances.

Conclusion

When he was seven years old, his family was forced out of their home and he had to work to help support them. When he was nine,
his mother died. At 22, he lost his job as a store clerk. He wanted to go to law school, but lacked the education. At 23, he went into
debt to become a partner in a small store. At 26, his business partner died, leaving him a huge debt that took years to repay.

At 28, after courting a girl for four years, he asked her to marry him. She said no. At 37, on his third try, he was elected to Congress,
but two years later, he failed to be reelected. At 41, his four-year-old son died. At 45, he ran for the Senate and lost. At 47, he failed
as the vice-presidential candidate. At 49, he again ran for the Senate and lost. At 51, he was elected president of the United States.
Many consider that man, Abraham Lincoln, the greatest leader our country has ever had (Leadership, Winter, 1983). Lincoln suffered
numerous setbacks in his personal life and career, but he persevered and eventually succeeded.

You will suffer numerous setbacks if you commit yourself to the Lord and try to follow Him. Be prepared for the enemy’s attacks and
don’t give up!

Discussion Questions
1. How can we know when cooperation with unsaved religious people crosses the line into spiritual compromise?
2. If Satan is going to oppose any attempts at spiritual advance that we make, why should we try?
3. Someone shares something that you think may be a half-truth or false accusation against someone else. What should you

say? How should you respond?
4. How can we know whether a hindrance to a spiritual advance is due to the enemy or to it not being God’s timing right now?

Brian Bell - Nehemiah 4:1-24

1. Intro:

https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/cbb/ezra-4.html


1. In a chess game you can many times be placed in Check but still come out ahead & even win the game.
1. Here we’ll see the enemy place them in check a couple times…but let’s see how the game ends up.

2. Chapter 4 is a little hard to follow because it doesn’t flow exactly chronologically.
1. Ezra 4:1-5 & 4:24-6:22 flow as one unit, describing the building of the temple from its beginning with king Cyrus to

its completion under king Darius.
2. So basically Ezra 4:6-23 is inserted to describe future hostility against the returnees, who tried to rebuild the

walls under king Xerses & Artaxerxes.
1. I think Ezra wanted us to know that the hostility continued afterwards.

2. RESTORATION RESISTANCE (Ezra 4)
1. When God starts to bless; Satan starts to battle.

1. Although another way to keep your enemy off your back is to not do anything for the Lord; Live an
unaggressive & lazy life…and guaranteed, the enemy will leave you alone.

2. Every work of the Lord draws the attention of the enemy.
2. Satan has the same tool belt he’s been using for ages. Let’s look at a few of these ol’ tools.

1. Let’s look at the 1st tool out of Satan’s tool belt…
3. [Ezra 4:1] The Tool of Infiltration (Ezra 4:1-3) Let us build with you

1. This sounds innocent enough, but this was a golden cup of poison. What’s the problem?
1. 2 Kings 17:24Then the king of Assyria brought people from Babylon, Cuthah, Ava, Hamath, & from

Sepharvaim, & placed them in the cities of Samaria instead of the children of Israel; and they took
possession of Samaria & dwelt in its cities.

1. These are Jews that had intermarried with w/the Assyrians, making the 1/2 breed Samaritans of the
NT.

2. This is the story of the Bad Samaritans!
2. Are there any partnerships you’re involved with that you should reevaluate?
3. Not all volunteers have the right motive, they may be working for the enemy.
4. What weapon do we have to fight against Infiltration?

1. Not being unequally yoked. Being careful of partnerships with the world.
4. 6b [Ezra 4:2] The Tool of Discouragement (Ezra 4:4a) …tried to discourage the people of Judah.

1. Often Discouragement is brought about by different fears.
1. Is.12:2 Behold, God is my salvation, I will trust and not be afraid; For YAH, the LORD, is my strength and

song; He also has become my salvation.
2. When we yield to discouragement, it is usually because we give too much thought to the past or to the future.

1. Thomas Edison said of discouragement, When down in the mouth remember Jonah - he came out all
right.

2. Never doubt in the dark what God told you in the light.
3. What weapon do we have to fight against Discouragement?

1. Knowing what GOD has called us to. Not worrying about yesterday or tomorrow, focusing on today.
5. 6c [Ezra 4:3] The Tool of Trouble (Ezra 4:4b) They troubled them in building.

1. This can still happen in our building projects, & life situations today...The questions we need to ask ourselves are:
1. Is this a timing issue? Is God doing something else behind the scene we can’t see yet?

2. What weapon do we have to fight against Trouble?
1. The reminder that God is bigger than any troublemaker, any Goliath's, in our lives.

6. 6d [Ezra 4:4] The Tool of Frustration (Ezra 4:5a) …hired counselors…to frustrate their purpose.
1. Play the role of the Oyster that makes something beautiful out of its irritations.
2. What weapon do we have to fight against Frustration?

1. Pray, not anxiety or worry.
7. 6e [Ezra 4:5] The Tool of Fatigue (Ezra 4:5b) …all the days of Cyrus.

1. Some times it just doesn’t let up…
2. Like the tactic that is used to flush someone out of their house, or using interrogation methods w/continuous

music or sounds.
1. Though not Politically Correct, what my older brother Mark used to do was a game he referred to

as Chinese water torture...as he’d pin me down w/his knees on my shoulders, then tap w/his finger on my
chest. Drip, drip, drip (saying, Chinese water torture).

2. The tool of fatigue. I’ve seen many Christians fall to this weapon, of being so physically tired that it
subsequently wears on them emotionally & spiritually.

3. What weapon do we have to fight against Fatigue?
1. Continual physical, emotional, & spiritual refreshment.



8. 6f [Ezra 4:6] The Tool of Accusation (Ezra 4:6) they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah & Jerusalem
1. This tool worked…The construction had to stop. Ezra 4:24

1. We do not live in a fairy book world where everyone lives Happily ever after.
2. The enemy won this battle…but didn’t win the war. (& that’s key)

2. Satan has a wonderful arsenal of accusations for us; & a whole army to carry out his bidding. And
unfortunately...many Christians lining up to be used also.

3. What weapon do we have to fight against accusations that come our way?
1. Expect it & Evaluate it.

9. Does Satan use these same tools today?
1. He only has 3 channels at his disposal to tempt us: Himself, world system, our flesh
2. He only has 3 tactics to tempt us: the lust of our eyes, lust of our flesh, pride of life.
3. What can we do to counter his attacks?

1. Submit to God, resist the devil & he will flee from you. James 4:7
2. Every work of the Lord draws the attention of the enemy.
3. He may win a few battles but never the war.

10. Ezra 4:6-16 - The accusatory letter written to Ahasueras/Xerxes. I’ll read Ezra 4:12-16
1. The deception? It’s for the kings sake. We have you in mind dear King.

11. Ezra 4:17-22 - The kings answer. You’re right (Ezra 4:19). Make them stop (Ezra 4:21). They stopped em (Ezra 4:23,24)

Ezra 4:2 they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers’ households, and said to them, “Let us build with you, for
we, like you, seek your God; and we have been sacrificing to Him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who
brought us up here.”

Zerubbabel (KJV): Ezr 1:5 2:2 3:2,12 
Let us (KJV): Pr 26:23-26 2Co 11:13-15 Ga 2:4 2Ti 3:8 2Pe 2:1,2 
we do (KJV): 2Ki 17:24,27-33,41 
Esarhaddon (KJV): Ezr 4:10, Asnappar, 2Ki 19:37 
Assur (KJV): Ge 10:11 Ps 73:8 Isa 37:37, Assyria, Ho 14:3, Asshur

they approached Zerubbabel and the heads of fathers’ households, and said to them, “Let us build with you, for we, like
you, seek your God; and we have been sacrificing to Him since the days of Esarhaddon king of Assyria, who brought us up
here

Bob Utley - "approached Zerubbabel" The VERB (BDB 620, KB 670) is a Qal IMPERFECT. It is surprising with the significance of
Jeshua so prominent in chapter 3 (cf. Ezra 4:2,9) that Zerubbabel would be approached here in this chapter. Probably it was
because he represented the legal authority of the Persian government. I Esdras 5:68 has "and Jeshua" here (cf. R. H. Charles, The
Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha of the Old Testament, vol. 1, p. 40). ▣ "and the heads of fathers' households" The aspect of
clanism is prominent in the list of people in chapter 2. Leadership was a shared experience among the returnees. This matches the
"elders" of Moses' wilderness wandering period (cf. Exod. 18:13-27). Notice that all three leadership spheres are mentioned in Ezra
4:3: (1) Zerubbabel ‒ political (2) Jeshua ‒ religious (3) heads of father's households ‒ traditional tribal (clan).  ▣ "Let us build
with you" This VERB (BDB 124, KB 139) is a Qal IMPERFECT, used in a COHORTATIVE sense. ▣ "for we have been sacrificing to
Him" The VERB (BDB 256, KB 261 is a Qal PARTICIPLE), denotes current action. The Jews of the Exile had ceased to sacrifice
because of the Mosaic restrictions (Deuteronomy) about sacrifice away from the central sanctuary. The very fact that these people
continued to sacrifice showed they were not in conformity to the Pentateuchinal guidelines. ▣ "since the days of Esarhaddon,
king of Assyria" This is a statement from the Samaritan leaders. They had been exiled by the Assyrian Empire in 722 B.C. This
particular Assyrian king's military exploits are not known to us, but he reigned from 681 to 669 B.C. It is obvious that these
Samaritans were claiming to be YHWHists (cf. 2 Kgs. 17:24-41), but the Aramaic documents from the Elephantine Papyri show us
their syncretic tendencies.

Believer's Study Bible - The "adversaries of Judah and Benjamin" (v. 1) were descendants of those whom Esarhaddon, king of
Assyria (681-669 B.C.), had imported to Samaria, continuing a long-standing Assyrian policy (cf. 2 Kin. 17:24-41). This mixed race
"feared the Lord, yet served their own gods" (2 Kin. 17:33). They were the ancestors of the group known in the N.T. as "Samaritans"
(cf. also 2 Kin. 17:29). Zerubbabel appealed to the decree of Cyrus in his insistence that only the genuine worshipers of Yahweh
would rebuild the temple (v. 3).
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Ezra 4:3 But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of fathers’ households of Israel said to them, “You have
nothing in common with us in building a house to our God; but we ourselves will together build to the LORD God of Israel,
as King Cyrus, the king of Persia has commanded us.”  

Ye have nothing (KJV): Ne 2:20 Joh 4:22,23 Ac 8:21 Ro 9:4,5 3Jn 1:9,10 
king Cyrus (KJV): Ezr 1:1-3 6:3-5 2Ch 36:22,23 Isa 44:28 45:1,4 Mt 10:16 

But Zerubbabel and Jeshua and the rest of the heads of fathers’ households of Israel said to them, “You have nothing in
common with us in building a house to our God; but we ourselves will together build to the LORD God of Israel, as King
Cyrus, the king of Persia has commanded us.”  

Bob Utley - we ourselves will together build - The key word is yhd (BDB 403), which denotes unity (cf. Ezra 3:1). The building
itself had a community aspect. It was a task that in and of itself brought and established a sense of identity.

Ezra 4:4 Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, and frightened them from building,

weakened (KJV): Ezr 3:3 Ne 6:9 Isa 35:3,4 Jer 38:4 
troubled (KJV): Ne 4:7,8,11 

Then the people of the land discouraged the people of Judah, and frightened them from building - Discouragement is one of
the devil's most effective weapons.

Bob Utley - "the people of the land" Before the Exile this term referred to the landed nobility (JB notes, p. 573, says it refers to
"those with landed property," cf. 2 Kgs. 23:30,35). After the Exile it referred to the poorest people of the land (cf. 2 Kgs. 25:12; Jer.
39:10; 40:7; 52:16). Here, in this context, it seems to refer to the people of the Persian province known as "the land Beyond the
River" (i.e., Palestine and Lebanon). In Ezra it refers to the descendants of Jews and pagans (who were imported by Assyria) who
had a partial knowledge of YHWH (cf. Ezra 10:2,11; Neh. 10:31). From Ezra 4:4-5 one would surmise that this term refers to the
Persian governmental leadership of the province located in Samaria. ▣ "discouraged the people of Judah" This is literally "letting
drop the hands" (BDB 951, KB 1276, Piel PARTICIPLE, cf. Jer. 38:4). It is an idiom for losing heart or energy (cf. 2 Chr. 15:7; Jer.
38:4). ▣ "frightened them" This is another Piel PARTICIPLE, which is used only here in the OT (BDB 117, KB 132). Apparently the
surrounding nations mocked their ability, resources, and authority (cf. Ezra 4:5).

Henry Morris - people of the land.  These "people of the land" thus demonstrated their insincerity in offering to help build the
temple. They claimed to worship the true God of creation as Israel did (Ezra 4:3), but actually they had mixed this with the worship
of the pagan gods of Israel's ancient adversaries (2 Kings 17:33). It was vital that true Biblical theism not be corrupted with pagan
pantheism.

Believer's Study Bible - The "people of the land" (cf. 3:3) included the "adversaries" mentioned in v. 1, as well as the local
population.

Ezra 4:5 and hired counselors against them to frustrate their counsel all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the
reign of Darius king of Persia.  

hired (KJV): Ps 2:1,2 Na 1:11 Ac 24:1-27 
Darius (KJV): Ezr 4:24 5:5-17 6:1-18 

and hired counselors against them to frustrate their counsel all the days of Cyrus king of Persia, even until the reign of
Darius king of Persia.  

Bob Utley - "hired counselors against them" This would have involved a period from 536 B.C. to sometime in Darius I's reign
(522-486 B.C.). It was a consistent, sustained, political strategy! Again the time element is problematic. Does this imply that the
actions of Zerubbabel and Jeshua started in Cyrus' day? If so, it seems that Sheshbazzar and Zerubbabel must be the same person
who began the temple in 536 B.C. (cf. Ezra 5:16) because if they are separate governors then a date of 520 B.C. (Haggai prophecies)
fits Zerubbabel's day better. Does this imply that there was legal opposition which started in Sheshbazzar's day, but was continued
and reinforced until Zerubbabel, Jeshua, and the heads of families' response in Ezra 4:3?
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Henry Morris - frustrate their purpose.  Ezra 4:6-24 seem to constitute a general summary by Ezra of the opposition received
against the rebuilding of the temple during the reigns of four different emperors of Persia: first Cyrus (approximately 550-530 B.C.),
later also Ahasuerus (or Xerxes), Artaxerxes I and Darius Hystaspes. The precise chronology and identification of these kings are
uncertain and controversial, even among conservative scholars, but the general history and message are clear.

Ryrie - hired counselors. Probably public relations experts at the court in Susa. Since Daniel was dead, the Jews had no one at
court to counter the enemies' propaganda.

Ezra 4:6 Now in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of
Judah and Jerusalem.  

Ahasuerus (KJV): Heb. Ahashverosh, This was Cambyses, son of Cyrus, who succeeded his father, A.M. 3475, and reigned
seven years and five months.
wrote (KJV): Mt 27:37 Ac 24:5-9,13 25:7 Rev 12:10 

Now in the reign of Ahasuerus, in the beginning of his reign, they wrote an accusation against the inhabitants of Judah
and Jerusalem.

Bob Utley - "Now in the reign of Ahasuerus" This chapter is very confusing unless one sees the Jewish mentality behind its
structure. It is not in chronological order. Ezra 4:6-23 is a parenthesis which deals with a period of Samaritan opposition over many
years covering not only the rebuilding of the second temple but the finishing of the walls of Jerusalem under Nehemiah. ▣
"Ahasuerus" Historians assert that this is the Hebrew name for Esther's husband, who is known by his Greek name as Xerxes I,
who was the son of Darius I. He reigned from 486 B.C. to 464 B.C. Notice that from Zerubbabel's time (about 520 B.C., cf. Ezra 4:24)
we have moved into the future (as we had moved into the past in Ezra 4:5) to show consistent opposition to the rebuilding of the
temple and the walls of Jerusalem by the inhabitants of the Province Beyond the River. Brief Outline of Historical Allusions to
Persian Kings

Henry Morris - Ahasuerus is considered the Hebrew equivalent of Xerxes, probably the Xerxes whose fleet was defeated by the
Greeks in 480 B.C. If so, he was probably also the Ahasuerus who married Queen Esther (Esther 1:1). Others identify him as
Cambysses, the son of Cyrus.

Believer's Study Bible -  (Ezra 4:6-24) Though many claim that much of ch. 4 confuses the chronology of the book, actually it
simply recounts the history of opposition to the rebuilding of the temple. In the following list, rulers are identified with sections of ch.
4 to which they belong. This may help clarify the problem: Cyrus the Great, 550-530 B.C. (vv. 1-5); Ahasuerus (Xerxes I), 486-464
B.C. (v. 6); and Artaxerxes I, 464-424 B.C. (vv. 7-23). Ezra simply presented the entire history of local opposition to their work. Verse
24 returns to the chronology begun in vv. 1-5 by referring to "Darius king of Persia" (cf. v. 5). This Darius is Darius I Hystaspis (522-
486 B.C.).

Matthew Henry - The building of the temple is hindered - Ezra 4:6-24. It is an old slander, that the prosperity of the church would
be hurtful to kings and princes. Nothing can be more false, for true godliness teaches us to honour and obey our sovereign. But
where the command of God requires one thing and the law of the land another, we must obey God rather than man, and patiently
submit to the consequences. All who love the gospel should avoid all appearance of evil, lest they should encourage the adversaries
of the church. The world is ever ready to believe any accusation against the people of God, and refuses to listen to them. The king
suffered himself to be imposed upon by these frauds and falsehoods. Princes see and hear with other men's eyes and ears, and
judge things as represented to them, which are often done falsely. But God's judgment is just; he sees things as they are. 
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Ezra 4:7 And in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his colleagues wrote to Artaxerxes king
of Persia; and the text of the letter was written in Aramaic and translated from Aramaic.

Artaxerxes (KJV): This Artaxerxes was one of the Magi, who usurped the throne after the death of Cambyses, for seven
months, feigning himself to be Smerdis, brother of Cambyses:  he is called Oropoestus by Justin, Smerdis by Herodotus,
Mardus by AEschylus, and Sphendatates by Ctesias.
Bishlam (KJV): or, in peace
companions (KJV): Heb. societies, Ezr 4:9,17 5:6 
the Syrian tongue (KJV): That is, probably, both the language and character were Syrian or Chaldaic; and therefore, from the
8th verse of this chapter, to ch. 7:27, the original is not Hebrew, but Chaldee, in those parts which consist of letters, decrees,
etc., originally written in that language. 2Ki 18:26 Isa 36:11 Da 2:4 

And in the days of Artaxerxes, Bishlam, Mithredath, Tabeel and the rest of his colleagues wrote to Artaxerxes king of
Persia; and the text of the letter was written in Aramaic and translated from Aramaic

Bob Utley - "Artaxerxes, king of Persia" Artaxerxes was the successor of Xerxes I and reigned from 464 to 423 B.C. It was during
his reign that Ezra (Ezra 7-10) and Nehemiah (the book of Nehemiah) lived and worked. ▣ "Bishlam" Most English translations
(NASB, NRSV, NKJV, TEV, JPSOA, Peshitta) consider this a proper name (BDB 133). The Septuagint understands the word as
literally "in peace" (i.e., shalom, BDB 1022, KB 1532), meaning "in agreement with" or "with the approval of." The Anchor Bible, vol.
14, p. 32, says it means "concerning Jerusalem" or "on the Jerusalem affair (NJB)." ▣ "Midhredath" See note at Ezra 1:8. This is a
different person than the man by the same name in Babylon. ▣ "written in Aramaic and translated from Aramaic" It must be
remembered that the Persians spoke Persian, but used Aramaic as the official language of the empire because of the wide variety of
languages in the ancient Near East. Aramaic is a Semitic language which was used by the Assyrians.

Henry Morris - Syrian tongue.  The "Syrian tongue" is the Aramaic language. Although the Old Testament was written in Hebrew, a
few portions are written in Aramaic. One such section is Ezra 4:8-6:18.

Ryrie - Artaxerxes (464-424). Tabeel. Perhaps the same person as Tobiah in Neh. 2:19. Aramaic. The commercial language of the
time. Ezra 4:8-6:18 was originally written in Aramaic. See note on Dan. 2:4. 

Ezra 4:8 Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes, as follows–

scribe (KJV): or, secretary, Ezr 4:9 2Sa 8:17 20:25 2Ki 18:18 

Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe wrote a letter against Jerusalem to King Artaxerxes, as follows

Bob Utley - "Rehum the commander" This would have been the highest ranking Persian official in this list who dictated the
letter. ▣ "Shimshai the scribe" We learn from Herodotus (Hist. 3.128) that each Persian satrap had a special scribe appointed by
the Persian king to keep tabs on them. ▣ "wrote" This begins the Aramaic section (cf. Ezra 4:8 through 6:18). Much of Ezra is
made up of official documents translated into the text. I believe that there are three different letters referred to in this section. There
is one in Ezra 4:6, 7, and 8.

Henry Morris - Artaxerxes.  This is believed to be either the short-lived King Smerdis, who succeeded Cambysses or the emperor
who granted Ezra the decree to go to Jerusalem as he had requested (Ezra 7:13) and later to Nehemiah as well (Nehemiah 2:1-8).
Thus, he was possibly the stepson of Queen Esther.

Believer's Study Bible - From this verse to Ezra 6:18, the original language is Aramaic rather than Hebrew. Aramaic, like Hebrew, is
a Semitic language and served as the official language for the Persian Empire.

Ezra 4:9 then wrote Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues, the judges and the
lesser governors, the officials, the secretaries, the men of Erech, the Babylonians, the men of Susa, that is, the Elamites,

companions (KJV): Chal, societies
the Dinaites (KJV): 2Ki 17:24,30,31 
Apharsathchites (KJV): Ezr 5:6 6:6, Apharsachites
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Susanchites (KJV): Es 1:2 2:3 Da 8:2 
Elamites (KJV): Ge 10:22 Isa 21:2 Jer 25:25 49:34 Eze 32:24 Ac 2:9 

then wrote Rehum the commander and Shimshai the scribe and the rest of their colleagues, the judges and the lesser
governors, the officials, the secretaries, the men of Erech, the Babylonians, the men of Susa, that is, the Elamites

Bob Utley - "their colleagues, the judges and the lesser governors, the officials, the secretaries" These terms are all
uncertain, but possibly relate to levels of governmental officials in Samaria or the Province Beyond the River. It is possible that these
are the personal names of people from the exiled people groups (from Erech, Babylon; from Susa, Elamites, cf. the Qere of the MT,
also see Oxford Study Bible and Expositor's Bible Commentary, vol. 4, pp. 632-33 footnote #9). The implication of the list is that
everyone agreed with the accusations and complaints against the newly returned Jews. ▣ "the men of Erech" Erech was a major
city of the Sumerians (cf. Gen. 10:10). The people of Samaria are describing themselves according to the geographical location from
which they originally came. This is the first of a series of geographical groups which made up the returnees (cf. Ezra 4:10) to the
Province Beyond the River (cf. Ezra 4:11b). 4:10 "Osnappar" This probably refers to Ashurbanipal, who was the son of Esarhaddon
(681-609 B.C., cf. Ezra 4:2). He reigned from 669 to 627 B.C. This last great king of Assyria completed the deportations begun by his
father. This may refer to the deportation of Shusha (Susa) in 645 /B.C. to the area of Samaria.

Ryrie - This imposing list added authority to their letter. 

Ezra 4:10 and the rest of the nations which the great and honorable Osnappar deported and settled in the city of Samaria,
and in the rest of the region beyond the River. Now

And the rest (KJV): Ezr 4:1 2Ki 17:24-41 
noble Asnapper (KJV): Ro 13:7 
at such a time (KJV): Chal, Cheeneth, Ezr 4:11,17 7:12 

and the rest of the nations which the great and honorable Osnappar deported and settled in the city of Samaria, and in the
rest of the region beyond the River. Now

Henry Morris - Asnapper.  Asnapper is believed to be the same as Ashurbanipal, the last truly great king of the Assyrian
empire. the river.  The "river" here means the Euphrates.

Ryrie - Osnappar. Ashurbanipal, king of Assyria (668-626), who completed the transplanting of the people begun by Esarhaddon (vv.
1-2). the River. The Euphrates. Now. Equivalent to "etc." (See also in vv. 11, 17; 7:12.) 

Ezra 4:11 this is the copy of the letter which they sent to him: “To King Artaxerxes: Your servants, the men in the region
beyond the River, and now

this is the copy of the letter which they sent to him: “To King Artaxerxes: Your servants, the men in the region beyond the
River, and now

Bob Utley -  The message to Artaxerxes (Artaxerxes I Longimanus, 465-424 B.C.), the Persian king (cf. Ezra 4:7), begins here and
runs through Ezra 4:16.

Ezra 4:12 let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you have come to us at Jerusalem; they are
rebuilding the rebellious and evil city and are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations.

rebellious (KJV): Ezr 4:15,19 2Ki 18:20 24:1 2Ch 36:13 Jer 52:3 Eze 17:12-21 Lu 23:2-5 Ac 24:5 1Th 5:22 1Pe 2:13-15 
bad city (KJV): Ps 48:1,2 Isa 1:21-23 Lu 13:34 
set up (KJV): or, finished, Ne 1:3 Da 9:25 
joined (KJV): Chal, sewed together

let it be known to the king that the Jews who came up from you have come to us at Jerusalem; they are rebuilding the
rebellious and evil city and are finishing the walls and repairing the foundations
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Bob Utley - "let it be known to the king" The two Aramaic VERBS in this verse and Ezra 4:13,22, and 5:8 are the same. (1)"known"
(BDB 1095), Qal PASSIVE PARTICIPLE (2) "be" (BDB 1089) Peal IMPERFECTS used in a JUSSIVE sense ▣ "finishing the walls" It is
obvious that we have jumped from the finishing of the temple (cf. Ezra 1-5) to the finishing of the walls (cf Ezra 4:16,21; Ezra 7-10,
and Nehemiah).

Ezra 4:13 “Now let it be known to the king, that if that city is rebuilt and the walls are finished, they will not pay tribute,
custom or toll, and it will damage the revenue of the kings.

if this city (KJV): Ne 5:4 Ps 52:2 119:69 
pay (KJV): Chal, give
toll (KJV): Ezr 7:24 Mt 9:9 17:25 Ro 13:6,7 
revenue (KJV): or, strength

Now let it be known to the king, that if that city is rebuilt and the walls are finished, they will not pay tribute, custom or toll,
and it will damage the revenue of the kings

Bob Utley - 4:13-16 The Samaritans' accusation was based on three things: (1) they will not pay taxes (2) they have rebelled in the
past and (3) they will rebel again and take away the Province Beyond the River  ▣ "will damage the revenue of the kings" This
Aramaic VERB (BDB 1102, Haphel IMPERFECT) is used several times in the OT, here in reference to a Persian king (cf. Ezra 4:15,22;
Dan. 6:2), as is the related Hebrew VERB (BDB 634, cf. Esth. 7:4). There seem to be three consequences in the letter allowing the
Jews to rebuild the walls of Jerusalem. (1) loss of tax revenue (2) loss of face (reputation) and (3) loss of land (the Jews once
controlled Palestine and they would try to do it again) ▣ "of the kings" This PLURAL refers to future kings of the Persian Empire or
is an example of the Hebrew grammatical feature called the PLURAL OF MAJESTY.

Ryrie -  Ezra 4:13-16  Notice the three-pronged appeal: if the Jews were not stopped, the king would suffer financially (v. 13), his
honor would be damaged (v. 14), and he would lose that part of his kingdom (vv. 15-16). 

Ezra 4:14 “Now because we are in the service of the palace, and it is not fitting for us to see the king’s dishonor, therefore
we have sent and informed the king,

have maintenance (KJV): etc. Chal, are salted with the salt of the palace, Salt is reckoned among the principal necessaries of
life, (Ecclus. 39:26 or 31;) hence, by a very natural figure, salt is used for food or maintenance in general.  I am well informed,
says Mr. Parkhurst, that it is a common expression of the natives in the East Indies, "I eat such a one's salt," meaning, I am
fed by him.  Salt was also, as it still is, among eastern nations, a symbol of friendship and hospitality; and hence, to eat a
man's salt, is to be bound to him by the ties of friendship.
and it was (KJV): Eze 33:31  Joh 12:5,6 19:12-15 

Now because we are in the service of the palace, and it is not fitting for us to see the king’s dishonor, therefore we have
sent and informed the king

Bob Utley - "we are in the service of the palace" This is literally "we eat the salt of the palace," which was a Near Eastern
metaphor for friendship and association (BDB 1100). Possibly this is a reference to a vow symbolized by eating salt. ▣ "the king's
dishonor" The term "dishonor" (BDB 1102) is literally "nakedness," which became a metaphor for shame or dishonor.

Ezra 4:15 so that a search may be made in the record books of your fathers. And you will discover in the record books and
learn that that city is a rebellious city and damaging to kings and provinces, and that they have incited revolt within it in
past days; therefore that city was laid waste.

made (KJV): within the same, Chal, in the midst thereof
this city (KJV): Ezr 4:12 Ne 2:19 6:6 Es 3:5-8 Da 6:4-13 Ac 17:6,7 
moved (KJV): Chal
for which (KJV): 2Ki 24:20 25:1,4 Jer 52:3-34 
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so that a search may be made in the record books of your fathers. And you will discover in the record books and learn that
that city is a rebellious city and damaging to kings and provinces, and that they have incited revolt within it in past days;
therefore that city was laid waste

Ryrie - 4:15  record books, kept sometimes for centuries in archives deposited in various cities. Note also 5:17; 6:1; Est. 2:23; 6:1-2.
rebellious city. Not against Persia but against the Assyrians in 701 B.C. and the Babylonians in 600 and 589. 

Ezra 4:16 “We inform the king that if that city is rebuilt and the walls finished, as a result you will have no possession in
the province beyond the River.”

thou shalt have (KJV): Ezr 4:20 2Sa 8:3 1Ki 4:24 

We inform the king that if that city is rebuilt and the walls finished, as a result you will have no possession in the province
beyond the River.

Ezra 4:17 Then the king sent an answer to Rehum the commander, to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their
colleagues who live in Samaria and in the rest of the provinces beyond the River: “Peace. And now

companions (KJV): Chal, societies, Ezr 4:7,9 
Peace (KJV): Ezr 5:7 7:12 Lu 10:5 Ac 23:26 Ro 1:7 
at such a time (KJV): Ezr 4:10,11 

Then the king sent an answer to Rehum the commander, to Shimshai the scribe, and to the rest of their colleagues who live
in Samaria and in the rest of the provinces beyond the River: “Peace. And now

Ezra 4:18 the document which you sent to us has been translated and read before me.

the document which you sent to us has been translated and read before me.

Ezra 4:19 “A decree has been issued by me, and a search has been made and it has been discovered that that city has
risen up against the kings in past days, that rebellion and revolt have been perpetrated in it,

I commanded (KJV): Chal, by me a decree is set
search (KJV): Ezr 4:15 5:17 6:1,2 De 13:14 Pr 25:2 
and it is found (KJV): 2Ki 18:7 24:20 Eze 17:13-19 
made insurrection (KJV): Chal, lifted up itself

A decree has been issued by me, and a search has been made and it has been discovered that that city has risen up
against the kings in past days, that rebellion and revolt have been perpetrated in it

Ezra 4:20 that mighty kings have ruled over Jerusalem, governing all the provinces beyond the River, and that tribute,
custom and toll were paid to them.

mighty kings (KJV): 1Ki 4:21,24 1Ch 18:3 Ps 72:8 
beyond (KJV): Ezr 4:16 Ge 15:18 Jos 1:3,4 
toll (KJV): 1Ch 18:6,13 19:19 2Ch 9:14,23,24 17:11 26:7,8 

that mighty kings have ruled over Jerusalem, governing all the provinces beyond the River, and that tribute, custom and
toll were paid to them.



Bob Utley - This is a purposeful overstatement which continues the provocative flavor of this letter. Neither David nor Solomon ruled
over the entire area west of the Euphrates River (but Solomon was close to doing so).

Ezra 4:21 “So, now issue a decree to make these men stop work, that this city may not be rebuilt until a decree is issued
by me.

Give ye (KJV): etc. Chal, Make a decree, Ezr 4:19 

So, now issue a decree to make these men stop work, that this city may not be rebuilt until a decree is issued by me

Ryrie - The king did in fact revoke this decision later (in 444 B.C.; Neh. 2). 

Bob Utley -  It is surprising that Artaxerxes responded positively to these letters (i.e., Ezra 4:7 & Ezra 4:8-16), since he is the very
one who allowed Ezra to return and bring others with him and also responded so positively to Nehemiah's request to go and rebuild
the walls of the city of Jerusalem.

Ezra 4:22 “Beware of being negligent in carrying out this matter; why should damage increase to the detriment of the
kings?”  

why should (KJV): Ezr 4:13 Es 3:8,9 7:3,4 

Beware of being negligent in carrying out this matter; why should damage increase to the detriment of the kings

Ezra 4:23 Then as soon as the copy of King Artaxerxes’ document was read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and
their colleagues, they went in haste to Jerusalem to the Jews and stopped them by force of arms.  

Rehum (KJV): Ezr 4:8,9,17 
they went up (KJV): Pr 4:16 Mic 2:1 Ro 3:15 
force (KJV): Chal, arm

Then as soon as the copy of King Artaxerxes’ document was read before Rehum and Shimshai the scribe and their
colleagues, they went in haste to Jerusalem to the Jews and stopped them by force of arms

Bob Utley - "stopped them by force of arms" From Nehemiah 1:3 it seems that the Samaritans not only stopped them, but
destroyed the work they had done (cf. The Jewish Study Bible, p. 1677). However, this possibly refers to the rubble remaining from
the destruction of Nebuchadnezzar II in 586 B.C.

Ezra 4:24 Then work on the house of God in Jerusalem ceased, and it was stopped until the second year of the reign of
Darius king of Persia.

So (KJV): Ne 6:3,9 Job 20:5 1Th 2:18 
Darius (KJV): This was Darius Hystaspes, one of the seven princes who slew the usurper Smerdis:  he ascended the throne of
Persia, A.M. 3483, B.C. 521, and reigned 36 years. Ezr 5:5 6:1 Hag 1:15 
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Then work on the house of God in Jerusalem ceased, and it was stopped until the second year of the reign of Darius king
of Persia.

Bob Utley - This relates to Ezra 4:5. The temple commissioned by Cyrus was completed under Darius. It must be remembered that
Ezra 4:6-23 is a historical parenthesis describing the continual opposition of the Samaritans throughout the rebuilding period of the
temple (Ezra 1-5) and the city (Ezra 7-10; Nehemiah). ▣ "Darius I" This is not the Darius of the book of Daniel (cf. Ezra 5:31; 6:1-
27). This is Darius I Hastrapes, the Persian ruler from 522 to 486 B.C.

Henry Morris - Darius.  Darius Hystapses is known to history as Darius the Great. It was he who left the famous Behistun
Inscription chronicling his military conquests in three languages (Persian, Elamite and Babylonian) on a great vertical escarpment
northwest of Babylon. These writings enabled Sir Henry Rawlinson to decipher the ancient Babylonian language.

Believer's Study Bible - This verse continues the narrative from 4:5. The rebuilding of the temple had commenced in the time of
Cyrus (3:11; 5:16, 17). Opposition caused it to cease for about 16 years until "the second year of the reign of Darius." During this
period of cessation, the prophets Haggai and Zechariah inspired the returned exiles to resume their work (Ezra 5:1, 2).

Ryrie - The work on the Temple was halted until 520 B.C. In that same year Haggai urged Zerubbabel to begin rebuilding the
Temple (Ezra 5:1). This verse connects chronologically with verse 5 (vv. 6-23 form a parenthesis tracing the history of opposition). 
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